A NEW ORTHODOX SAINT

SAINT JOHN (SERGIEFF) OF KRONSTADT
1829 - 1908

% | to the icon of the Mother of God of chc Sign in New York City,

W2 4l the bishops of the Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia
solcrnnly canonized a new Saint of the Orthodox Church: St. John of
Kronstadt. This Saint, who died only in 1908 after a long life of service
to the Church as a parish priest and spiritual guide of the faithful, was
famous already in his own lifetime for the abundance of Divine grace
which was manifested through him, particularly in miraculous healings
of the sick. He continued to work miracles after his death, and among
devout Russians of the emigration he has long been revered as a saint.
His canonization, the first one which the Russian Orthodox Church has
performed in the difficult years since the Revolution, came in answer to
this popular veneration, and also to the conviction of the bishops, shared
by many believers, that the time was now ripe for this act.

This great Saint has had a special part to play in the life of the
Orthodox Russian people. He was a prophet who foresaw the fall of the
Russian Empire and the exile of the Russian faithful. Secing the spiritual
causc of this fall in the worldliness and lack of living faith that were so
widespread in the last period of the Empire, he called Orthodox faithful
to repentance and renewed awareness of their Christian vocation and res-
ponsibility. His appeal is still heard today, and if the Orthodox Russian
people dispersed in exile throughout the world are still one people - even
if only a faithful remnant -- and still true to Holy Orthodoxy, it is in
part due to his still-living example and his holy prayers.
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The significance of St. John for the Russian people is therefore
unquestioned. But there is something extraordinary about his canoni-
zation: it occurred not in Russia but in America. For believing Russians,
to be sure, there is nothing unusual about this. The Russian land is en-
slaved, and the largest number of believers as well as the seat of the
Synod of Bishops of the free Russian Orthodox Church are now located
in America; as often in the past, so now the recognition of a universal
Russian Saint begins on a regional level, his open acknowledgement by
the whole Russian people being necessarily deferred to an indefinite fu-
ture. For non-Russians, however, it is his broader significance that is of
interest.

Up to this time, one might say, St. John has belonged to the Or-
thodox Russian people; but now, while remaining the spiritual patron
of the suffering Russian people, he has become a Saint of the universal
Orthodox Church of Christ, and his holy example of a life in Christ has
been held up for the whole world to sce. It is no accident that his canon-
ization has taken place outside of Russia; he himself foresaw that the
Russian people would be dispersed abroad and that Orthodox churches
would be erected throughout the world as a testimony of Christian Truth
before the unbelieving world. To this unbelieving world, in all the lan-
guages in which his words have been and will yet be translated, he now
speaks the same message that he spoke to the Russian people in his own
lifetime. This world, with its imposing outward structure that makes
it seem to some so secure, is actually tottering, its foundation rotting
away from the self-love and unbelief with which even those who think
to defend it are filled. Its fall is at hand, and the same beast of godless
Communism that once swallowed the holy Russian land now stands
ready to devour the rest of the world and, completing now what it began
then, to exterminate the last Christians and lead apostate humanity in
its worship of Antichrist.

This, perhaps, is what lies before us if we do not return to the
path of righteous Christian life. There are many who would object that
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